MATTHEW CHAPTER 13
"TEACHINGS FROM THE WATER"
     The same day Jesus went out of the house and he sat by the seaside.  Great multitudes gathered to him, so he went into a ship and sat while the whole multitude stood on the shore.

     Jesus spoke many things to them in parables, telling them, "A sower went forth to sow.  When he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; the fowls came and devoured them up.  Some seed fell in stony places where they had not much earth.  Forthwith they sprang up, yet because they had no deepness of earth, when the sun was up they were scorched. Because they had no root, they withered away.  Some seed fell among thorns and the thorns sprung up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good ground and they brought forth fruit. Some brought forth fruit a hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty.  Whoever has ears that hear, let them hear."

     The disciples came and said to Jesus, "Why do you speak to them in parables?"  Jesus answered, "It is given to you to know the mysteries of Love, but to them it is not given."

     "For whoever loves, to them it is given, they shall have more abundance; but whoever loves not, from them all is taken away, even that they believe is theirs."

     "Therefore, I speak to them in parables, so seeing they see not and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.  In them is fulfilled the prophesy of Esaias, saying, 'By hearing you shall hear and shall not understand; seeing you shall see yet not perceive.  These people's hearts are waxed gross, their ears are dull of hearing, their eyes have closed."

     "If Love is in them they would see with their eyes and hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, be converted to Love and I would heal them."

     "Blessed are your eyes for they see, likewise for your ears for they hear.  I say to you that many prophets and loving people have desired to see those things that you see and have not seen them, to hear those things that you hear and have not heard them.  Hear, therefore, the parable of the sower."

     "When anyone hears the words of Love and understands them not, then comes the hating one and snatches away the words sown in their heart; these are the ones who receive seed by the wayside."

     "Those who receive the seed in stony places, the same are the ones who hear the Word and with joy receive it.  Yet they have no root within themselves.  So the seed endures for a while, then when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word of Love, slowly they become offended."

     "Those who receive the seed among thorns are those who hear the Word, but cares of this world and deceitfulness of riches, chokes the Word and they become unfruitful."

     "Those who receive seed into the good ground are all who hear the Word and understand it, bearing fruit and bringing forth, some hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty."

     Jesus put forth another parable to them, "The Kingdom of Love is liken to a man that sowed good seed in his field.  While he slept his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went away; when the blade sprung up and brought forth fruit, there appeared the tares also."

     "The servant of the householder came and said to him 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in the field?  From where then come the tares?'  He replied, 'An enemy has done this.'"

"The servant said to him, 'Will you then, that we go and gather them up?'  He answered, 'No, while you gather up the tares, you will root up the wheat with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest.  In the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers; gather you together first the tares, bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"

     Jesus put yet another parable to them, "The Kingdom of Love is liken to a mustard seed, that one took and sowed in his field.  It is indeed the least of all seeds, yet when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs.  It becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come to lodge in the branches thereof."

     Another parable Jesus spoke to them, "The Kingdom of Love is liken to bread, that a woman took and hid three measures of meal until the whole had risen."

     All these things spoke Jesus to the multitudes in parables and without them he spoke to the disciples, so fulfilling that spoken by the prophet, "I will open my mouth in parables.  I will utter things that have been kept secret from the foundation of the world."

     Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. His disciples came to him, saying, "Declare to us the parable of the tares of the field."  Jesus answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Love, the field is the world, the good seed are the children of Love, the tares are the children of hate, the harvest is the end of the world, the reapers are the angels."

     "Therefore, the tares are gathered and burned in the fire so shall it be in this world.  The Son of Love shall send forth his angels and they shall gather out of his Love all things that offend and do iniquity, then they are cast into a furnace of fire where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth."

"Then the loving will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Love.  Those who have ears to hear, let them hear."

     "Again, the Kingdom of Love is liken to treasure hidden in a field.  When someone discovers it they hide it again and in joy thereof, go, sell all that they have and buy that field."

     "Again, the Kingdom of Love is like a merchant man seeking considerable pearls who when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it."

     "Again, the Kingdom of Love is like a net that is cast into the sea, gathering up all kinds.  When it was full, they drew to shore and sat down, gathering the good into vessels and casting the bad away."

     "So it shall be at the end of the world.  The angels will come forth, sever the wicked from among the just, then cast them into fire, there is wailing and gnashing of teeth."

     Jesus said to them, "Have you understood all these things?"  They answered, "Yea, Lord."

     Then Jesus said, "Every Scribe that is instructed to the Kingdom of Love is liken to a householder that brings out of their treasure things new and old."

     It happened when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed there.  Jesus went into his own country, teaching them in their synagogue.  The people were astonished, saying “Where has this man this wisdom and these mighty works?  Is not he the carpenter's son?  Is not his mother Mary, his brothers, James, Joses, Simon and Judas; his sisters, are they not all with us?  Where then has this man all these things?"  They became offended by Jesus, so he spoke to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in their own country, in their own house."  Jesus did very few works there because of their unbelief.

MATTHEW CHAPTER 14

"PETER WALKS ON WATER"
     During this time Herod the king heard of the fame of Jesus and said to his servants, "This is John the Baptist.  He has arisen from the dead, therefore, mighty works do show forth themselves in him."

     Herod had laid hold on John, bound him and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife.  John the Baptist had charged Herod, "It's not lawful for you to have her" and Herod would have him put to death, but he feared the multitude because they considered John a prophet.

     On Herod's birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced before them.  She pleased Herod, so he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.  She was beforehand instructed of her mother to say, "Give me here John the Baptist's head in a charger."  The king became sorrowful nevertheless, for the oath's sake and the people that sat with him at dinner, he commanded it be given to her.  Herod sent a guard to behead John the Baptists in the prison, bring his head in a charger and give it to the damsel.  She then brought it to her mother.

     John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.  When Jesus heard of it, he departed there by ship into a desert place apart from the others, but when the people heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities.

     Jesus went forth and seeing the great multitude became moved with compassion towards them, so he healed their sick.  

     In the evening Jesus' disciples came, saying, "This is a desert place, the time is now past, send the multitude away that they may go into the villages and buy themselves victuals."  Jesus said to them, "They need not depart.  You give to them meat."  They answered him, "We have but five loaves and two fish."  Jesus said, "Bring them to me."  He commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass.  Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the bread.  Then he gave the loaves to his disciples to give the multitudes.

     They did all eat to their fill and when the fragments were taken up, there remained twelve baskets full.  Those who had eaten numbered about five thousand men, besides women and children.

     Jesus charged his disciples to get into a ship and to go before him to the other side while he sent the multitude away.  After he had sent the multitude away, Jesus went up into a mountain apart to pray.  The evening came and Jesus was there alone.

     The ship in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves, for the wind was contrary to them.  In the fourth watch Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.  When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they became troubled, saying, "It is a spirit!"  They cried out in fear.

     Jesus spoke to them, "Be of good cheer, it is I.  Be not afraid."  Peter answered him and said, "Lord, bid me come to you on the water."  Jesus said, "Come."  Peter came down out of the ship and walked on the water to go to Jesus, but when he saw the boisterous wind, he became afraid and he began to sink.  

Peter cried, saying, "Lord, save me!"  Immediately, Jesus stretched forth his hand and caught Peter, saying to him, "Oh you of little faith, why do you doubt?"  When they came into the ship, the wind ceased.

     Everyone in the ship came and worshipped Jesus, saying "Of a truth you are the Son of Love."

     When they went over, they came into the land Gennesaret.  Those who had knowledge of Jesus, sent word out into all that country round about.  The people brought to Jesus all that were diseased.  They besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment and as many as he touched, they became made perfectly whole.

MATTHEW CHAPTER 15

"WHAT HARMS"
     Then came the Scribes and Pharisees of Jerusalem to Jesus, saying, "Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of the Elders?  They do not wash their hands when they eat."  Jesus answered, "Why do you also transgress the commandment of Love by your tradition?  Love commanded 'Honor your Mother and Father, those who curse Father or Mother, let them die the death.'"

     "You say, whoever says to their Mother or Father, 'It is a gift by whatever you profit by me' and honor not their Father or Mother, they shall be free.  Thus you made the commandment of Love to no effect by your tradition.  You hypocrites!  Well did Esaias say of you, 'These people draw close to Love with their lips, but their hearts are far from Love.  In vain they do worship Love, teaching for doctrines and commandments of men.'"

     Jesus called to the multitudes, "Hear and understand, it is not that which goes into the mouth that harms you, but that which comes out of the mouth; this harms you."

     Jesus' disciples came to him, saying, "Do you know that the Pharisees became offended after they heard that saying?"  Jesus answered, "Every plant that my Love has not planted must be rooted up.  Let them alone for they are blind leaders and if the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch."

     Peter answered, "Declare to us this parable."  Jesus said, "Are you also without understanding?  Do you not understand, that whatever, enters in at the mouth goes into the belly, then is cast out of the body?"

     "Those things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, they can harm you.  Out of the heart proceeds thoughts of hate, murders, adulteries, fornication, thievery, false witness, blasphemies.  These are the things that harm you.  To eat with unwashed hands does not harm someone."

     Jesus went from there and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.  A woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts crying to Jesus, "Have mercy on me, Oh Lord, Son of Love, my daughter is grievously vexed with hate."

     Jesus answered her not a word.  His disciples came and asked him, saying, "Send her away, for she cries after us."  Jesus answered, "I am sent only for the lost children of Love."  She came and worshipped him, crying, "Lord help me."  Jesus said to her, "It is not good to take the children's bread, and then cast it to dogs."

     She replied, "Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their master's table."  Jesus answered "Oh woman, great is your faith.  Be it to you even as you will."  Her daughter became whole from that very hour.

     Jesus departed from there and came close to the Sea of Galilee.  There he went up to a mountain and sat down.  Great multitudes came to Jesus, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed and many others.  They cast them down at Jesus' feet.  Jesus healed them.  The multitude became filled with wonder when they saw the dumb speak, the maimed become whole, and the lame walk, the blind to see and they glorified Love.

     Jesus called his disciples to him, saying, "I have compassion on the multitude because they continue with me three days and have had nothing to eat.  I will not send them away fasting, they may faint on the way."

     Jesus' disciples said to him, "Where do we have so much bread in the wilderness as to fill so great a multitude?"  Jesus asked, "How many loaves have you?"  They answered "Seven and a few little fish."  Jesus commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.  He then took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks and broke them.  Then he gave to his disciples and the disciples to the multitude.

     All did eat and became filled.  They took up of the broken meat left, seven baskets full.  Those who ate numbered four thousand men, along with their women and children.  Jesus then sent the multitude away.  He and the others took ship and came into the coast of Magdala.

MATTHEW CHAPTER 16

"WHO IS JESUS"

     The Pharisees, along with the Sadducees, came tempting Jesus.  They desired that Jesus would show them a sign from heaven.  Jesus answered, "When it is evening, you say, it will be fair weather for the sky is red.  In the morning, it will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and lowering.  You hypocrites, you can discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the time.  A wicked adulterous generation seeks after a sign.  There is no sign given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas."  Jesus left them and departed.

     Jesus and his disciples were coming to the other side when they noticed they had forgotten to take bread.  Jesus said to them, "Take heed!  Beware of the bread of Pharisees and Sadducees."  The disciples reasoned among themselves saying "It is because we have taken no bread."  Jesus perceived their thoughts, "Oh you of little faith, why do reason among yourselves because you have no bread?  Do you not understand, neither remember the five loaves that fed five thousand?  How many baskets did you take up?  The seven loaves fed the four thousand, how many baskets did you take up?  How is it you do not understand that I spoke not to you concerning bread that you beware of the bread of the Pharisees and Sadducees?"  They understood then that Jesus bade them not beware of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

     Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi.  He asked his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?"

They said, "Some say that you are John the Baptist, some Elias, others Jeremy, or one of the prophets."

Jesus said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living Love."  Jesus answered, "Blessed are you Simon Barjona.  Flesh and blood has not revealed it to you, but our Love that is in heaven."

     "I say also to you, that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build Love's church.  The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  I will give to you the keys of the Kingdom of Love.  Whatever you bind on Earth is bound in Love also.  Whatever you loosen on Earth is loosened also in Love."

     Jesus charged his disciples that they tell no one he was Christ.  From that time forth Jesus began to reveal to the disciples how he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things of the Elders and the Chief Priests and Scribes, being also killed then be risen up on the third day.

     Peter took Jesus and began to rebuke him, "Be it far from you, Lord.  This shall not happen to you."  Jesus said to Peter, "Get yourself behind me, hate.  You are an offense to Love, you savor not the things that be of Love, but those that be of men."

     Jesus said to his disciples, "If any one will come after Love, let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow Love.  Whoever saves their life, will lose it.  Whoever loses their life for Love's sake, will find life."

     "What has one profited if they gain the whole world and lose their soul?  What shall one give in exchange for their soul?  The Son of Love comes in the glory of Love with Love's angels, then rewards everyone according to their love.

There are some standing here that shall not taste of death until they see the Son of Love here in his kingdom."
