LUKE CHAPTER 21
"THE FALL OF THE TEMPLE"
     Jesus looked up and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.  He saw also a certain poor widow casting in her two mites.  Jesus said, "Of the truth I say to you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all of the rich.  For all these have of their abundance cast into the offers of Love, she of her penny has cast in all the living that she has."

     Some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with considerable stones and gifts.  Jesus said, "As for those things you behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another."

     They asked Jesus, saying, "Master, when will these things be?  What sign will there be when these things are to happen?"  Jesus answered, "Take heed that you are not deceived.  Many shall come in my name stating, 'I am Christ.'  The time draws near.  Do not go after them.  When you hear of wars and commotion, do not be terrified.  These things must happen, for the end has not yet come."

    Then Jesus said to them, "Nation shall rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom.  Great earthquakes shall be in various places and famines and pestilence.  Fearful sights and great signs there shall be from heaven."

     "Before all these, they shall lay their hands upon you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and into the prisons.  You will be brought before kings and rulers, all for my name's sake and it shall turn into a testimony."

     "Settle it in your hearts not to meditate before the time you shall answer.  I will give to you knowing words that all your adversaries will not be able to disclaim or resist."

"You will be betrayed by both parents and brethren, kinfolk and friends.  Some of you they will put to death."

     "You will become hated by all for my name's sake.  Know that not a hair of your head will perish.  In being steadfast you will find life."

     "In your patience you possess your soul.  When you see Jerusalem encompassed with armies, then know the desolation thereof is close.  Let the ones who are in Judea flee to the mountains; let those that are in the midst of it depart out.  Let the ones that are in the country enter into Jerusalem."

     "These are the days of vengeance, that all things written be fulfilled.  Woe to them that are with child and to them that give suck.  In those days there shall be a great distress in the land and wrath will be upon your people.  They shall fall to the edge of the sword; be led away captive to all nations, until the time of the Gentiles becomes fulfilled."

     "There will be signs in the sun, in the moon and in the stars.  Upon the earth all nations will agonize and become bewildered as to why the sea and the waves are roaring. Hearts failing them for fear of looking after those things that are coming on earth.  Yea, even the powers of the heavens will be shaken."

     "Then they will see the Son of Love coming in a cloud with power and glory.  When these things begin to happen

then look up.  Lift up your heads, for your redemption draws near."

     Jesus spoke to them a parable, "Behold the fig tree and all the trees.  They now shoot forth, you see and know yourself that summer is close at hand.  Likewise, when you see these things happen, you know that the Kingdom of Love is at hand."

     "I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all this becomes fulfilled.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but Love's words are forever."

     "Take heed to your heart, unless at any time you become pressed upon with indulgence and drunkenness and cares of this life.  Beware, lest that day comes upon you unexpectedly."

     "As a snare it comes on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  You must watch and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that will happen, to stand before the Son of Love."

     In the daytime Jesus was seen teaching in the temple. Each night he went out and dwelt in the Mount of Olives.  All the people came out to the temple early in the morning to hear Jesus teach.

LUKE CHAPTER 22
"THE LAST SUPPER"
     The feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, being called the Passover.  The Chief Priests and Scribes sought how they might kill Jesus, for they feared the people.  At this time hate and fear entered into Judas, surnamed Iscariot who was one of the twelve Apostles.  

     Judas went his way and communed with the Chief Priests and captains on how he might betray Jesus to them.  They were glad for his betrayal and made an agreement to give Judas money.  Judas promised to deliver Jesus to them and sought opportunity to betray the Lord when the multitudes were absent.                                 

     The day of the Unleavened Bread came, when the Passover sacrifice must be made.  Jesus sent Peter and John saying, "Go prepare for us the Passover that we may eat."  The disciples answered Jesus, "Where will you have us prepare this?"  Jesus told John and Peter, "Behold, when you are entered into the city, there a man will meet you, bearing a pitcher of water.  Follow him to the house where he enters in and there say to the good man of the house, 'The Master asks, where is the guest chambers, where I eat the Passover with my disciples?'  He will show a large upper room which is furnished.  There you are to make things ready."

     John and Peter went and found all as Jesus had told them.  They made preparations for the Passover and when the hour came, Jesus sat down, the twelve Apostles with him.

    Jesus said to them, "I desire to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  I say to you, I will not eat any more thereof, until things are fulfilled in the Kingdom of Love."  

Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, speaking, "Take this and divide it among yourselves.  I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the Kingdom of Love comes."

     Jesus took the bread, gave thanks and broke it.  He gave some to the disciples, saying, "This is my body that is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me."  Jesus also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new testament in my blood that is shed for you.  Behold the hand of him that betrays me is with us at this table.  Truly the Son of Love goes, as it is determined, but woe to those who betray Love!"

     They began to inquire among themselves who would do this thing and then they argued which of them should be accounted the greatest.

     Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them and exercising their authority, are called benefactors.  You must not be so.  He that is the greatest among you let him be as the youngest.  They who are chief let them be as the one who serves.  Which is greater, those that sit at meat, or those that serve?  Is it not the one who sits?  Yet, I am among you as one that serves.  You are the ones who have continued with me in my temptations.  I appoint to you a kingdom, as Love has appointed to me that you may drink at my table, in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

     "Simon, behold hate and fear has desired to have you that it may sift you as wheat.  I have prayed for you, that you fail not.  When you become converted, strengthen your brethren."

     Simon Peter said to Jesus, "I am ready to go with you both into prison and to death."  Jesus said, "I tell you, Simon Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before you will deny three times that you know me."    

     Jesus said to them, "When I sent you without purse sack, or shoes, lacked you any thing?"  They answered "Nothing."  Jesus said to them, "Now, he that has a purse let him take it, likewise his sack.  He that has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.  I say to you, that what is written must be accomplished in me, 'He was reckoned among the transgressors.'  Yea, the things concerning me are reaching fulfillment."

     The disciples spoke, "Behold, here are two swords." Jesus replied, "It is enough."  Jesus came out and went as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives.  His disciples followed him.  When he arrived at the place, Jesus said to them, "Pray that you do not enter into temptation."

     He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, kneeled and prayed, saying, "Love, if you be willing, remove this burden from me: nevertheless not my will, but yours, be done."  There appeared an angel to Jesus from heaven, strengthening him.

     Being in agony Jesus prayed more earnestly.  His sweat fell in great drops, as like blood falling down to the ground.  When Jesus rose from prayer, he came to his disciples.  There he found them sleeping, worn out from sorrow.  He hailed them, "Why do you sleep?  Arise and pray, unless you enter into temptation."

     While Jesus yet spoke, behold a multitude came with Judas before them.  He of the Twelve, went before them and when he drew near to Jesus to kiss him, Jesus spoke, "Judas betray you the Son of Love with a kiss?"

     Those about Jesus saw what would follow.  The disciples said to Jesus, "Shall we fight with the sword?"  One of them struck the servant of the High Priest, cutting off his ear.  Jesus commanded, "Enough of this!" 

Reaching over Jesus touched the servant's ear and healed him.

     Jesus spoke to the Chief Priests, the captains of the temple and the elders that came for him, "You come out, as you would against a thief, with sword and staves?"

     "When I was with you daily in the temple, you stretched forth no hands against me.  This is your hour, when hate still has power."

     They took Jesus away and brought him into the High Priest's house.  Simon Peter followed a far off and when there became kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, they sat down together; Simon Peter sitting among them.  A certain maid beheld him as Simon Peter as he sat by the fire.  She earnestly looked upon him, saying, "This man was also with Jesus."  Simon Peter denied Jesus, saying, "Woman, I know him not."  After a little while another saw Simon and said "You are also of Jesus' followers."  Simon Peter said, "Man

I am not!"  About the space of an hour passed when another confidently affirmed, "In truth this fellow also is with Jesus, he is a Galilean."  Simon Peter said, "Man, I know not what you say."  Immediately, while Simon Peter yet spoke, the cock crowed.

     Jesus turned and looked upon Simon Peter.  Peter remembered the words of Jesus, how he had said to him "Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times."  He went out and wept bitterly.  

     The men that held Jesus mocked him.  They blinded him. They struck him on the face, taunting, "Prophesy, who is it that struck you?"  Many other blasphemous things did they speak against Jesus.  As soon as it was day, the Elders of the people, the Chief Priests and the Scribes came together.  

     They led Jesus to their council, saying, "Are you Christ? Tell us."  Jesus said to them, "If I tell, you will not believe, if I ask you, you will not answer me, nor let me go.  Here after the Son of Love sits on the right hand of the power of Love."  They asked, "Are you the Son of Love?"  Jesus said, "You say that I am."  They said, "What need we of any further witness, we have heard it from his own mouth."

LUKE CHAPTER 23
"SCORNED AND CRUCIFIED"
     The whole multitude of them arose, leading Jesus to Pilate.  The High Priest began to accuse Jesus, saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, forbidding giving tribute to Caesar, him saying that he is Christ the King."  Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?"  Jesus answered Pilate, "You say it."  Then Pilate spoke to the Chief Priest and the people, "I find no fault in this man."

They were all the more fierce, stating, "Jesus stirs up the people, reaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place."  When Pilate heard this, he asked whether Jesus was a Galilean.  Pilate, as soon as he knew that Jesus belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, sent Jesus to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

    When Herod received Jesus he became exceedingly glad. Herod had been desiring to see Jesus for a long time.  He heard many things of Jesus and hoped to have him do some miracles.  Herod questioned Jesus with many words, Jesus answered Herod with nothing.  The Chief Priests and Scribes stood by and vehemently accused Jesus.  Herod, with his men of war set Jesus at the center and mocked him.  They arrayed Jesus in a gorgeous robe, then sent him again to Pilate.  That same day Pilate and Herod made friends.  For they had been at odds with one another. 
 Pilate, when he called together the Chief Priests, the rulers and the people, spoke; "Behold, you have brought this man before me as if he leads your people to revolt.  I have examined Jesus before you.  I have found no fault in him touching those things of which you accuse him."  

"Neither has Herod, or he would not have returned Jesus to us.  Lo, nothing worthy of death has this man done.  I will therefore, chastise him and release him."

     The people cried out all at once, saying, "Away with this man and release to us Barabus."  Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spoke to them again.  They cried, saying "Crucify Jesus, crucify him."  Pilate said to the people for a third time, "Why?  What evil has Jesus done?  I see no cause to put Jesus to death.  I will, therefore, chastise him and let Jesus go."

     The people insisted with loud voices, requiring that Jesus be crucified.  Their voices along with the Chief Priest prevailed.  Pilate relinquished and gave sentence, that it be as the people required.  Pilate set free the one imprisoned for sedition and murder, of whom they had desired.  He then delivered Jesus to their will. 

     As they led Jesus away, they laid hold upon a man named Simon, a Cyrinian, coming out of the country.  They had him bear the cross behind Jesus.  There followed a great company of people.  Women that wailed and lamented for Jesus.  Jesus turned to the ladies, saying, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, weep for yourselves and for your children.  Behold the days are coming in the which they will say, blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bear the pap’s that never give suck.  Then they will say to the mountains, 'Fall on us,' to the hills, 'Cover us.'"

     "If you do these things to a green tree, what shall be done to the dry?"  Two others, criminals, walked with Jesus sentenced to death.  When they came to the place called Calvary, the people crucified Jesus and the two others.  One on the right and the other on the left hand of Jesus.

     Jesus cried, "Love, forgive them.  They do not know what they do."  Then they took Jesus' raiment and cast lots for it, while the people stood beholding.

     The rulers and the people derided Jesus, saying, "Jesus saved others; let him save himself.  If Jesus is Christ, the chosen of Love, let him save himself."  The soldiers also mocked Jesus, coming to him, offering Jesus vinegar, saying "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself."

     Over the head of Jesus, written in Greek, Latin and Hebrew, read a sign, 'This is the King of the Jews.'

     One of the convicted, being crucified with Jesus, railed on Jesus, saying, "If you are Christ, save yourself and us."  The other criminal rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear Love seeing you are in the same condemnation and indeed justly.  We receive the due reward of our deeds, but this man has done nothing."  He spoke to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when you come into your Kingdom."

     Jesus said to him, "I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise."

ninth hour.  The sun became darkened and the veil of the temple, torn in the midst.  Jesus cried out, "Love into to your hands I commit my spirit," having said this Jesus gave up the ghost.

     The Centurion saw what happened.  He glorified Love saying, "Certainly this is a Loving man."  All the people came together in their spirit and beholding the things that happened smote their breasts and returned.

     Jesus' acquaintances, those that followed Jesus from Galilee, stood afar off beholding these things.  

     There was a man named Joseph, a counselor, a good man and a just man.  He of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews also sought after the Kingdom of Love.  Joseph went to Pilate and he begged for the body of Jesus.

  Pilate gave in to Joseph's plea and Joseph took down the body of Jesus, wrapped it in linen and laid it in a sepulcher, hewn in stone.  Therein never had one lain.  That day also the preparation for the Sabbath drew near.

    The women, who came with Jesus from Galilee also followed and beheld the sepulcher and how his body lay.  They returned and prepared spices and ointments.  Then they rested the Sabbath day, according to the commandment.

LUKE CHAPTER 24

"RESURRECTION"
     Rising very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, the women came to the sepulcher.  They brought the spices that they had prepared and certain others were with them.  When they arrived they found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher.  The women entered, finding the body of the Lord Jesus no where.

     As they stood in bewilderment, behold, two stood by them in shining garments, as made of lightning.  The women became afraid and bowed down their faces to the earth.  The angels spoke, "Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He that you seek is not here.  He arose!  Remember how Jesus spoke to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, 'The Son of Love must be delivered to the hands of sinful men, be crucified and the third day rise again?'"

     The women, remembering Jesus' words, returned from the sepulcher telling all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.  Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James, along with other women who went with them, told these things to the Apostles.  To the Apostles their words seemed as those of idle tales.  They believed them not.

     Peter, having just arisen, ran to the sepulcher.  Stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid down all by themselves.  Peter departed, wondering in himself at that which he witnessed.

     Two men went that same day to a village called Emmaus, being from Jerusalem about three score furlongs.  

They talked together of all the things that had happened.  

While they communed together and reasoned, Jesus drew near and accompanied them but their eyes were held that they should not know Jesus.

     Jesus spoke to the two men, "What is this communication that you have to one another as you walk, being sad?"  The one of them, whose name Cleophas, said to Jesus "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem, have you not known the things which happened here these last days?"  Jesus said them, "What things?"  They answered, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet mighty in deed and word before Love and all the people.  How the Chief Priest and our rulers delivered Jesus to be put to death and have crucified him.  We trusted that it would be Jesus that redeemed Israel.  Besides all this today is the third day since these things happened and  certain women, also of our company, made us astonished that early at the sepulcher they did not find Jesus' body.  They came saying they also saw a vision of angels who said that Jesus is alive!  Certain of them that were with us went to the sepulcher.  They found it as the women had said.  Jesus they did not see."

     Jesus said to them, "Oh fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.  Was Christ not to have suffered these things, to enter into his Glory?"

     Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, Jesus expounded to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.  They drew close to the village, Emmaus, where they went.  Jesus made as though he would have gone further.  They constrained him, saying, "Abide with us, it is towards evening and the day is far spent."  Jesus went to tarry with them.

    As Jesus sat at meat, he broke bread, blessed it and gave to them.  Then their eyes where opened and they knew Jesus and he vanished out of their sight. 

They said to one another, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked with us by the way and while he opened to us the scriptures?"

     The two men rose up that same hour and returned to Jerusalem.  There they found the eleven gathered together and those that were with them.  They confessed, "The Lord has indeed arisen, he has appeared to Simon."  They told of Jesus of what happened along the way and how he became known to them in the breaking of the bread.

     As they spoke, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them and said to them, "Peace be to you."  They became terrified supposing that they had seen a spirit.  Jesus said to them "Why are you troubled?  Why do thoughts arise in your hearts?  See my hands, my feet?  It is I, myself.  Handle me see me.  A spirit has no flesh and bones, as you see me have."

     When Jesus had spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet, yet they believed not for joy and wonder.  Jesus said to them, "Have you here any food?"  They gave him a piece of broiled fish and a piece of honey comb.  Jesus took it and he did eat before them.

     Jesus said to them, "Those are the words that I spoke to you, while I was before with you, that all things be fulfilled that were written in the law of Moses, in the prophets and in the Psalms concerning me."

     Then Jesus opened their understanding, that they should understand the scriptures.  Jesus said to them, "It is written that it benefited Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, that change and forgiveness of sins will be preached in Love's name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."

     "You are witnesses of these things.  Behold, I send the promise of my Love upon you.  Tarry you in the city of Jerusalem until you are endowed with power from on High."

     Jesus led them out as far as to Bethany.  Then Jesus lifted up his hands and blessed them.  It happened, while he blessed them, he parted from them and he was carried up into heaven.

     They worshipped Love, returning to Jerusalem with great joy.  They were continually in the temple, praising and blessing Love.  Amen.

